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Law. She quickly became an irreplaceable
part of my office, rising to the role of Deputy
District Director. Courtney’s responsibilities in-
clude day to day management of my district
office and ensuring our local office staff stays
in close touch with our Washington, D.C. staff,
but her contributions have gone above and
beyond those required of her position. She is
always looking for ways to innovate. She led
the transition of my district office to a digital-
based, paperless operation, and she was the
driving force behind practices that led to my
office winning a Democracy Award for Innova-
tion and Modernization in Constituent Service
from the Congressional Management Founda-
tion.

Courtney is known for her hospitality when
welcoming people to Fort Worth. She has in-
troduced countless visitors to the 12th Dis-
trict’s charms, as well as its workout classes.
She is always available to her colleagues and
to constituents, many of whom she calls
friends, whether it’s to discuss a work issue or
to try a new local restaurant. Courtney’s work
ethic shows even in her hobbies. She man-
ages popular social media accounts for both
her dog and herself. She is a fantastic cook
and baker, a talent she balances with a dedi-
cation to fitness, including once completing 42
spin classes in 30 days. Courtney is a world
traveler, has flown an airplane, and taken a
ride in a race car going 180 miles per hour
around the Texas Motor Speedway.

Courtney will be leaving my office to pursue
a career in federal law enforcement. As much
as we will miss her, we are proud of her com-
mitment to public service and will continue to
support her as she embarks on this new jour-
ney. On behalf of Texas’ 12th Congressional
District, | offer her congratulations and best
wishes for the future.

————
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HON. JOE COURTNEY
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Monday, July 26, 2021

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to honor the
life of the late John K. Anderson, of Vernon,
Connecticut, who passed away suddenly on
June 16, 2021, at the age of 74. Known by
family and close friends as Johnny, his military
service, civic engagement, and devotion to his
family and the greater Vernon community war-
rants the utmost praise and recognition.

Born to Merrill and Isabelle Anderson of
Manchester, Connecticut, John began his
early years fanning what would become a life
dedicated to public service. After graduating
from Manchester High School in 1965, John
went on to serve in the United States Air
Force as an Aircraft Maintenance Specialist
and crew leader. He served overseas in Ger-
many, Taiwan, Vietnam, and Greece before
receiving an Honorable Discharge and return-
ing home to Connecticut. With his return home
and affinity for hard work, John hit the ground
running and opened his own business. His
business smarts and entrepreneurial spirit
eventually led him into the automotive trade
where he joined the team at Bolle’s Motor
Sales in Ellington, Connecticut. A natural peo-
ple person—John excelled at the dealership
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and fostered strong relationships with his co-
workers and clients. It was this ability to com-
municate naturally with folks from all walks of
life that led John to dedicate the latter half of
his life toward building a positive impact on
the lives of others within his local community.

From his leadership at the Water Pollution
Control Authority to being one of Vernon’s
Registrar of Voters—John embarked on a path
of serving in municipal government that set his
legacy as a leader of the public in stone. Dur-
ing part of his tenure, | was the Vernon town
attorney and had the opportunity to see up
close his calm practical approach to solving
problems. With his wealth of knowledge of the
town and its voting operations, and dedication
to public service, registrars from around the
state would go to John with their questions. At
a time when the integrity of our nation’s elec-
tions has become subject to doubt and con-
troversy, John’s service in recent years was
particularly valuable. No one questioned his
performance or work—not for one moment.

John epitomized what it meant to be a kind
and caring citizen in a small town and always
sought opportunities to engage with his com-
munity. John was also known for his regular
penmanship of editorials in the local news and
his nuanced perspective on civic issues that
impacted the community.

While we remember John as a leader in
public service—we also remember him as a
man who truly loved his family, friends, and
neighbors—a love that drove him to enhance
his community even further. John, like all of
us, was someone who filled his life with pas-
sions and hobbies—two of which were base-
ball and golf. An avid Red Sox fan and great
golfer, John used sports as another avenue to
connect to his community and was a youth
baseball coach and a volunteer at the annual
Thanksgiving Day Manchester Road Race.

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to represent
constituents as honorable and impactful as
John Anderson. While we all mourn his loss,
we can at least find solace that his memory
lives on through his surviving family: his chil-
dren Carly, Lauren, Justin and grandchildren;
sister Carol; brother Rick; and four grand-
children. His life will also continue to live on
through countless others as the stoic example
he has set has now been woven into the very
fabric of the Vernon community. To that end,
| find it fitting that we, the People’s House, set
his name and character into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD and ask that the entire House
join me in recognizing the life of John K. An-
derson, never forgetting his impact on the
greater Vernon community through his civic
and military service.

———

EULOGY FOR SENATOR BIAGIO
“BILLY” CIOTTO

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 26, 2021

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, on March 29, 2021, | attended the
funeral service of Senator Biagio “Billy” Ciotto.
Billy was a former Connecticut State Senator,
Deputy DMV Commissioner, and served on
my District office staff since 2007. One of the
most unique human beings that | have ever
had the honor of knowing and working with,
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Billy epitomized what it meant to be a true
public servant. | am eternally grateful for his
friendship and his leadership. | wish to include
in the RECORD my eulogy in honor of Billy’s
beloved wife Jeanne, and his dear children
Maria, Julie, Anthony, John and Joey.

Jeanne, Maria, Julie, Anthony, John and
Joey. On behalf of Leslie, myself, and the en-
tire Congressional staff—our hearts go out to
you. The outpouring of people and tributes
keep coming in. Yet we know nothing or no
one will ever be able to fully convey the
depth of the loss you are experiencing.

As Billy would often say, ‘no one knows
the sacrifice a family endures when they sup-
port and stand with an elected official.” So,
let us first and foremost acknowledge your
sacrifice and devotion that made it possible
for all of us to have benefited from Billy’s
service. His humanity, his humility, and con-
geniality. We thank you for making it all
possible.

Billy was unique, one of a kind, and some-
thing that is constant throughout his serv-
ice—whether at the Motor Vehicle Depart-
ment, the State Senate, or Congressional Of-
fice, he greeted people and answered his call
to public service. His humility, and his hu-
manity ever-present as he answered in that
unique and distinct cigar voice, ‘“how may I
help you?”’

‘“How may I help you?” should be part of
every teaching and training course for public
officials and staff. For Billy, it came natu-
rally. For him it was effortless and genuine,
heartfelt, and sincere. It was who he is!!

Now I'm not saying he was angelic by any
stretch. He had his faults and an evil side to
him. He was an ardent devotee and follower
of an evil empire: He was a Yankee fan. Espe-
cially in 2007, 2013, and 2018. He did celebrate
in 2009 but through all of 2019 when the Sox
were cellar dwellers, he would come in the
office and announce with a cigar hanging
from the corner of his mouth ‘‘does anyone
know the standings in the American League
East, and do the Red Sox still play base-
ball?”’

He was the envy of UCONN fans and politi-
cians. He got more TV time sitting right be-
hind the bench of the Men’s and Women’s
basketball teams at every home game. When
asked how he got those seats, he said ‘‘it was
a blessing from St. Paul” . . . yeah, St. Paul
Polo.

And though devoutly religious, and apos-
tolic, and Catholic, he could be critical of a
long winded homily in church. I remember
being at St. Patrick-St. Anthony with the
family and sitting directly in front of him.
The priest was going on and on with the
phrase ‘“‘and may Jesus light a fire in your
heart.” It was rather extensive, and I looked
down and all of a sudden saw my children
laughing. I immediately gave them the hairy
eyeball and scornful look. After church when
we were in the car, I said ‘“how many times
have I told you no fooling around in
church?”’ They said, ‘‘it wasn’t us, it was Mr.
Ciotto.” To which I said, ‘“‘Don’t blame Mr.
Ciotto.” They said, ‘“‘but Dad, he made fun of
the priest’s comments” and I said ‘‘Mr.
Ciotto? I don’t believe it.”” They said, ‘‘well
you know how the priest was saying may
Jesus light a fire under your heart?’ and I
said ‘‘yes.” Well Mr. Ciotto muttered, ‘“‘may
Jesus light a fire under your ass.”’

Well Billy was also wise and was willing to
impart his wisdom on the youthful members
of our staff. Then Chief of Staff John Rossi
was thirty and Billy was a youthful seventy-
nine. Rossi was explaining how he told his
wife about the important and influential
people he was meeting with day in and day
out, and the restaurants and clubs he was
lunch and dinner at. Billy who listened in-
tently looked at him and said, ‘‘young man
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you have an important and responsible posi-
tion. And while I am sure that it’s exciting
to you and maybe makes you feel good when
you are lavishing your wife with these expe-
riences, in my opinion you might try han-
dling it a little different. Having some expe-
rience in this field, I think if it were me,
you’'re better off when your wife asks, ‘“‘how
was your day dear?” you say ‘‘I was so busy
I only had time for a tuna fish sandwich.” Or
as he told Kevin Brown often ‘‘old age, expe-
rience, and treachery will defeat youth and
ambition every time.”’

Billy’s obituary was full of the pride he
had for his Italian heritage and about what
America had done for him. And with justifi-
able pride acknowledged the journey of his
parents as well as his own. This was apparent
with his routine drive past the Motor Vehi-
cle building which bears his name. It does so
because his parents embedded in him those 5
simple words:

‘“How may I help you?”’

He traveled to D.C. back in 2008 and was es-
corted by Linda Christiana. His trip was
highlighted by dinner at the Italian Embassy
with Ambassador Castellaneta. When I saw
the Ambassador weeks later, he remembered
Billy, and how entertaining and proud he
was of his Italian heritage. He added, ‘‘he’s
even invited me to a Bocce tournament that
I believe is at your house!”’

That’s our guy. And we have a letter here
from the Italian Embassy:

LETTER FROM THE ITALIAN EMBASSY:

We, at the Embassy of Italy were deeply
saddened to learn of the passing of Senator
Biagio ‘“‘Billy”’ Ciotto. In his passing, Con-
necticut, and indeed the whole US, has lost
a great statesman, and a wonderful Amer-
ican, proud of his Italian origins, which he
never lost an opportunity to proudly recall.

The story of Senator Ciotto’s life speaks
clearly to his many talents and innate
human touch. His generosity, kindness and
dedication were a source of inspiration to
the community whom he served with pas-
sion, honor, and dignity. Senator Ciotto was
an exemplary civil servant, and whole-
heartedly dedicated himself to serving this
great Country and his fellow Americans,
while never forgetting his ancestral land,
Italy.

Our sincere condolences go out to Mrs.
Ciotto, his family, and the entire Italian-
American and American community at this
moment of great loss. Senator Ciotto may be
not with us anymore, but his legacy lives on,
and will always do so through the many peo-
ple, he touched, and inspired.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and friends.

Grazie, Senator Ciotto.

The first time he met with Nancy Pelosi
there was an instant bond. She had broken a
barrier and was the first woman Speaker of
the House. And when he met her, bursting
with pride he said ‘“‘Madam Speaker you have
broken a barrier and as a father with two
daughters I am so grateful and proud. But as
a young man, I listened to your father
Thomas D’Alesandro Jr. He was the first
Italian Mayor of Baltimore and he had a
Sunday address, he made us proud of our her-
itage and I listened intently to what he had
to say. And now his daughter is not only the
first woman Speaker of the House, but as im-
portant to people of our heritage and faith,
she is the first Italian.”

The bond between them was instant and
lasting. A mutual admiration, so much so
that after an eight year hiatus as Speaker,
when we recaptured the House and took back
the majority in 2018, her guest of honor at
her swearing in was Billy. And with a cigar
in hand and escorted by Sarah Gianni, he
took it all in from his front row seat in the
House Balcony.
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LETTER FROM SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI

Every now and then, a person comes along
whose heart is so full of love and whose life
is so full of kindness that he radiates joy:
Such a blessed person is Billy Ciotta. Per-
haps he had such generosity of spirit because
of how his parents raised Biagio and because
of his happy marriage to Jeanne.

Everyone loved Billy, because they knew
that Billy cared. In his work, whether at the
DMV or in the State Senate, where he served
with John Larson, whom he loved, he made
everyone feel important. In taking pride in
his Italian American heritage, he respected
others’ pride in theirs. In his faith in God, he
gave hope and charity to all. Anyone who
was blessed and shaped by Billy’s friendship
wanted to live up to his loyalty.

Billy was in the arms of his loving family
on March 19, the Feast of Saint Joseph, the
patron saint of a happy death, very special
to Italian Americans, and made his passage
on the 20th. I hope it is a comfort to Jeanne
and his children Joseph, Anthony, Julia,
John, and Maria, and their grandchildren
that so many people mourn their loss and
are praying for them at this sad time. Billy
will be sadly missed by all of us who loved
him. In his life, Billy brought joy to the
world and now he has brought his humor to
Heaven.

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker,
House of Representatives.

We know heaven will never be the same
and he’s up there with some pretty good
company. To be acknowledged and loved by
the entire community he served and yes to
have the Italian Ambassador and the Speak-
er of the House eulogize you is pretty im-
pressive. So many words of condolence for
Jeanne and the family. So many stories—
therefore our staff will be Kkeeping the
website open to post on what everyone sends
to us of your memories with Billy. And
among the first of those that we have is
someone who knows something about the
loss of a beloved one. Jeanne, we have here a
letter from the President of the United
States:

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

Dear Mrs. Ciotta and Family, Please ac-
cept Jill’s and my heartfelt condolences on
the passing of your beloved Billy. Your en-
tire family is in our thoughts and prayers.

I know that this time must be difficult be-
yond words, and you feel like there is a hole
in your heart. In the hardest of times like
these, I always turn to family. It is so impor-
tant to be able to share the feeling of envel-
oping grief and to have people you love near-
by to absorb some of the worst pain.

Billy was a devoted husband and father
who loved you all immensely. He spent his
life building and strengthening the Ciotto
family bonds, which are meant for you to
lean on during hard times like this. Your
family shared Billy with Connecticut and
with the Nation—and thanks to your sac-
rifices, he was able to help our country’s
most vulnerable. Billy was a true public
servant.

Though the grieving process never quite
ends, it is my hope that you will find com-
fort knowing that Billy will forever be in our
hearts and memories and those of so many
whose lives he touched. From experience, 1
promise you the day will come when his
memory will bring a smile to your lips before
it brings a tear to your eye. My prayer for
you and your family is that day comes soon-
er rather than later.

Sincerely, Joe Biden.

Billy will always be with us. Provided we
continue to post and tell those stories we
fondly remember. The most important way
he’ll stay with us is if we follow his example
by saying when we have the opportunity:
How may I help you?

United States
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SEAN
CASTLE
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Monday, July 26, 2021

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in celebration of the life of Sean Castle,
who passed away on June 28, 2021 at the
age of 43 following an apparent heart attack.
He was a beloved member of the San Rafael
community and a dedicated music teacher at
the local high school.

Sean was born on March 28, 1978 and at-
tended San Rafael High School in Marin
County. After graduating from UCLA, he re-
turned to his hometown to teach music. Sean
helped establish San Rafael High School’s
award-winning music program, dedicating his
entire 20-year career to creating a supportive
and enriching community for students, staff,
and families. He helped develop and then
manage the school’s jazz band and a wind en-
semble that played at homecomings and other
events, and he organized the school’s jazz
choir and a percussion class called Steel
Pans. He was respected by staff and aptly re-
ferred to as the “musical soul” of San Rafael
High School. Sean’s passion for music created
an environment for youth to grow musically
and emotionally while exploring their creativity.

Sean lived a full and vibrant life, dem-
onstrating gratitude and generosity for all
those with whom he crossed paths. He had a
passion for camping, golfing, playing back-
gammon, supporting the Giants baseball team,
and cooking meals for loved ones. Sean is
survived by his fiance, Nicole Dube; his moth-
er, Kris Castle; his father Kent Castle; and his
brother Darren Castle.

Madam Speaker, Sean’s positive impact on
thousands of individuals will extend well be-
yond his short life. | respectfully ask that you
join me in extending condolences to Sean’s
family, friends and innumerable loved ones for
their unexpected loss and in expressing our
deep appreciation for his work spearheading a
program that will continue to educate and in-
spire students for generations to come.

——

HONORING DR. REBECCA CRANE
AS A 28TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 26, 2021

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Women’s History Month. Each
year, we pay special tribute to the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by our nation’s
women. It is an honor to pay homage to out-
standing women who are making a difference
in my Congressional District. | would like to
recognize a remarkable woman, Dr. Rebecca
Crane of the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los
Angeles, California.

Born in California but raised primarily in
Connecticut, Rebecca returned to California in
the late 1980’s where she attended the Uni-
versity of California San Diego graduating with
a degree in Visual Arts with minors in biology
and chemistry. After a year of working on an
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